392                     THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI
Regarding the Peace Preservation Ordinance, Mr. Duncan mentioned
that provision would be made for permits being granted to visitors. This
again is, we would say with deference, a mere blind. Hitherto, no pro-
vision has been found necessary for granting such permits. It is true that
the Government have raised difficulties in granting them, and it is, on that
account, the greater discredit to them. They cannot free themselves from
it by now sweetly talking of providing for temporary permits, which the
law has ever allowed them to grant, but which, from fear of anti-Indian
agitators, they have hitherto declined to do.
Mr. Duncan, again, says that the policy defined in his statement
has been the policy of the Imperial Government, as also the local Govern-
ment. This is hardly consistent with facts, because the policy of Lord
Milner was that, even before the Responsible Government was granted,
Asiatic legislation should be brought into line with British traditions,
and Indians, who were either qualified by education or other attainments,
should be placed on an equality with the other subjects of the Crown in
the Transvaal. Such also was the policy laid down in Mr. Lyttelton's
dispatch. Mr. Duncan's statement, therefore, is a distinct retrogression
from what was intended either by Lord Milner or, later on, by Mr. Lyt-
telton.
We ask whether the thrice-repeated declaration of "fair and just
treatment" has any foundation in fact, or is it that, in Lord Lytton's words,
"promises given to the ear are to be broken in practice3', and that the
effect of Mr. Duncan's declaration is to be exhausted in mere words?
Indian Opinion, 11-8-1906
410. SPEECH AT HAMIDITA ISLAMIC SOCIETY
A meeting of Indians was held in the 17th Street Hall in the Malay Loca-
tion, under the auspices of the Hamidiya Islamic Society of Johannesburg, then
recently formed. Abdul Gam and Gandhiji, President and Honorary Secretary
respectively of the British Indian Association, were among the invitees. On being
requested by the President of the Society to address the gathering on the Political
condition of the Transvaal Indians, Gandhiji made a speech, of which the following
is a brief report :
JOHANNESBURG,
August 12,1906
Mr, Gandhi, at the outset, thanked the Hamidiya Islamic Society
and expressed his pleasure at the formation of this body. He regretted
the controversy that was going on among the people over the question
whether the Society had been formed in opposition to the British Indian
Association. He declared that this impression was absolutely incorrect and
added that, on the contrary, the new Society would serve to strengthen
the British Indian Association and the two would help each other in
future.